136                  THE TRIUMPH OF TIME

If we could travel from the earth In a projectile at a speed
greater than that of light, and had telescopes strong enough
to study the earth as we flew from it, the events of history
would be seen to move backwards. Would not this be a victory
of speed over Time? Or Is It nothing more complicated than
a delay (so to speak) In the post? If a bride on her honeymoon
sends postcards to her mother from every place she stays In,
does it alter the nature of Time if the mother only receives
the Paris postcard when her daughter Is already in Florence?
If on her way home the Paris postcard, posted a day later
than the one In Florence, actually arrives before it, does this
mean any more than that the daughter is travelling faster
than the post? Thus the fact that the imaginary scientist is
travelling faster than light proves nothing more than that he
Is travelling faster than light.

There are Indeed only two ways by which the Triumph of
Time may be brought to an end: by the Triumph of Divinity,
the victory of a religion by believing in which the mortal can
put on immortality, or by the annihilation of Space, the cessa-
tion of the world of events, for events are the very stuff of Time,
and when they cease Time ceases too.

I am, of course, aware that In these remarks I have not even
attempted to debate the profound philosophical problems in-
volved. Of the nature of Time I have preferred to say nothing
because I know nothing and lack the metaphysical equipment
to make nothing sound like a great deal. The difficulties in
which even men of science have found themselves involved
since they abandoned the Newtonian doctrine of Absolute
Time I have rather mentioned than ventured to discuss.

With Einstein's theory of relativity, with Marltaln's de-
scription of it as true physics but pseudo-metaphysics, with
Bergson's two fictitious characters of Peter and Paul, dwelling
in two different systems in relative motion to each other, with
Nordmann's proposal to change their names to Thomas and
Louis, and with J. A. Gunn's final emendation to Thomas and
George, with the "relativity of simultaneity", with Berg-